goodwill. Pyarelalji had told him of one incident which
he wanted to share with them in his own words :
"What may be termed the first act in restitution in
Shahpur, which was the starting point and storm centre
during the riots and where I have been working for the last
thirteen months in pursuance of Gandhiji's "Do or Die"
mission in Noakhali, was performed the other day when the
local Muslims with their own hands removed a mosque
which they had erected on a site belonging to the Hindus
out of dismantled material of the house of a local Hindu
businessman; Both the dismantled material and the site have
been restored to the rightful owners. In a signed declaration
which the leading local Muslims have issued, they have des-
cribed the act as "a gesture of goodwill towards our Hindu
brethren and a step towards their rehabilitation." The step
was not taken without some vigorous heart-searching and
even at the eleventh hour there was some talk of having a
joint meeting of the Hindus and Muslims of the locality to
"explore means" of "amicable" settlement by "compromise".
But they at once saw the point when it was pointed out
to them .that compromise could have no place in a matter
which called for restitution on the part of the majority com-
munity, specially, when it was the offender. Even if there
were no demand on the part of the minority, still the majority
community would be bound to do full redress. Before the dis-
mantling commenced I told the leading Muslims that unless
they did the restitution from their heart, I would far rather
that they left it alone for the time; being. Physical restoration
was nothing unless it symbolized a heart change and carried
with it the guarantee of the goodwill of the majority
community. On my part I assured them that I would not let
the authorities use coercion on them, so long as I was there.
They however, assured me that they really meant ttf do the
reparation from their heart -and proceeded with the
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